Travellers in Sthrn. India (1500-80)

mighty city: "The city of Bezeneger is not alto-
gether destroyed, yet the houses stand still, but
emptie, and there is dwelling in them nothing,
as is reported, but Tygres and other wild
beasts." The vaunting insolence* of the
" Kafir " Kings had been repaid with interest,
and Vijayanagar had ceased for ever from
among the cities of the world. More than three
fourths of a century were destined to elapse
before the rise of the next champion of Hindu
nationality against Mohammedan oppression.
For three hundred years Vijayanagar had been
the means of saving part of Southern India for
Hinduism, but the task she had imposed upon
herself had at last proved too much for her.

From the ruined city Caesar de Federici
returned to Goa, and then journeyed to Cochin,
" next unto Goa the chiefest place of the
Portugais." Of the Nairs of this city he gives
some interesting details. Following this he went
to Quilon, and after touching at Ceylon, seems
to have gone on to Negapatam, St Thome,
Orissa, Bengal, Pegu, and a number of other
places beyond India proper. Federici returned
to Ormuz in 1580, and finally reached Venice in
1581.

From these travellers information of varying
value can be obtained on almost all the countries

* e.g. After the battle of Raichur Krishna Deva Raya demanded de-
grading terms of peace from his enemy the Adil Shah of Bijajwr. See
";> A Forgotten Empire (Vijayanagar}^ p. 156,157,
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